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HIDE IN 














BEEN A LONG 
WHILE SINCE 
T'VE SEEN 
ANOTHER 
PERSON. 


HEY 
THERE! 

















MUST'VE JUST 
IMAGINED IT... 





OH? FROM FAR 
OFF IT LOOKED 
LIKE YOU HAD 
SOMEONE ELSE 
WITH YOU. 


























KYRIL.. 
HE WANTED 
MY CELLS TOO, 
DIDN'T HE? 





























AND THE 
MANZ 








COME ON, 
THAT'S GOTTA 
BE ENOUGH. 
SAVE MY BACKUP 
ALREADY, 
WILL YA? 


| WASN'T 
ABLE TO 
SCAN HIM. 
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HANDOFF 
FROM KYRII 
COMPLETE. 


I'M HEADING 
BACK NOW. 












NO MUTATIONS 
BE READY OUTSIDE OF 
TO RECORD cHRomosomes 
THE DATA. 10 AND Il. 












































ABOVE 
THE 3000TH 
STRATUM T FOUND 
A RESIDENTIAL 
SECTOR WITH 
WORKING 
SYSTEMS. 


IDON'T 
KNOW IF 
THERE ARE 
ANY HUMANS. 














BUT I WANT 
YOu TO 6O 
LOOK. 

























































A HARD 


copy? 
THIS 1S VERY 
OL. 


























You SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO GET 
AS FAR AS THE 
FLATS ABOVE... 
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EX-LOG:::eno 


ee 














Yone! 

STOP : 
CONTACTING 

Him! 








suicuzoul © 
YOU'VE GOT 
A WATCHER 
APPROACHING, 
IE YOU CAN 
HEAR THIS, 
TURN OFF 
YOUR SYSTEM 
\EDIATELY. 


THERE'S A 
WATCHER 
NEAR 

















WHERE 
| ARE YOU 
6oINe?! 


TO SEE WHAT 
HAPPENED. 














WHAT IS. 
GOING 
ON? 














ves! 
AND HE'S 
GOT A HEAD 


FIRST AID 


RIGHT AWAY! [ 


N He was 
Me) Oursive?! 


r 




















THIS IS QUITE 
A SURPRISE. 
WE NEVER THOUGHT 
THERE WERE ANY 


) OTHER SURVIVORS 
‘15 THERE Ly IN THIS SECTION, 
ANYONE HERE 
WITH THE NET 
TERMINAL 








ANY HUMANS 
WHO CAN 
CONNECT TO 
THE NET? 





















































you'p 
BETTER GET 
OUT OF HERE, 
TOO. MORE 
WATCHERS: 
WILL BE ON 
THE WAY. 





KNOW WHERE 
THEY COME 



































































































































ARE THERE | >} 
PEOPLE 

















OME FOOD 
RATIONS. 
























STRATA UP. 




























































































THAT DOESN'T 
MEAN He's 
NOT WITH THE 
ADIMINISTRATION. 


C'MON, 
LET'S JUST 
KILL HIM. 
































AT LEAST 
5000 


STRATA 





BELOW. 



















THAT CAN'T 
BE RIGHT. 
NO WAY IT 
GOES THAT 
Deep. 









YOU'RE JUST 
TRAVELING 
HIGHER AND 

HIGHER? 


























TM SEARCHING 
FOR GENETIC 
MATERIAL FROM, 
BEFORE THE 
MUTATION. 



















i ABOVE HERE, 
‘ THE LININHABITED 
| SECTORS GO ON 
‘ FOR A WHILE. 
iy 
b rm 
GUESSING 11's 
‘ THE SAME 
BELOW HERE, 
ua 
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LOG.U:::eno 





























THAT WAS. 
THE LAST 
BRAIN 
ENGINEER, 





ARE YOU 
AFTER CELL 
SAMPLES? 











BECALSE 
THERE'S 
ABETTER 
WAY TO 
GET THEM, 





WHAT? 


THERE'S A 
SETTLEMENT 
NEARBY, 
WHERE my 
FRIENDS ARE. 
CARRY ME 
THERE. 


MAKE YOU 
AS MANY 

COPIES AS 

YOu WANT. 


HAS A GENETIC 
ARCHIVE OF 
THE FAMILY 
WHO LIVED 

HERE GOING 

BACK SEVERAL 


\, GENERATIONS. 



















HERE'S A 
RECORDING 
OF THE 
ATTACK. 








You BON'T 
HAVE THE 
SICKNESS, 
DO You? 







































HEATHEN! 
OVER HERE. 
WE CAN 
STILL SAVE 
TOFFY!! 
















J OLD HAG, 

} THIS WAY! 
HURRY 

upll! 





















suit! 

THE HELL 
WAS 

THAT?! 


























YOU MEAN THE 
ADMINISTRATION? 


WHAT THE 
HELL IS THE 
ADMINISTRATION? 








THE 
ADININISTRATION 
Sse WELL, 

IT'S THE 
ADININISTRATION. 


THEY'VE BEEN 
OUR ENEMY 
FOR ALONG, 
LONG Time, 








IT'S CLEAR THE 
| ADMINISTRATION'S. 
GET ALOCK \ EXTERMINATORS 
‘ON THEIR i < ARE STILL 
COORDINATES algun SCUTTLING 
AROUND 
NEARBY... 


sewecome \ \ NE : IT'S IMPOSSIBLE 
ACROSS ANY, | | TO BREAK 

JUST RUN. 3 | y THROUGH THEIR 

. k EXOSKELETONS. 





wi 
(ON OUR RETINAL 
DISPLAYS MEAN. 











SHIT. 
THEY 
CAUGHT UP 
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THAT'S AHELL |B 
OF A GUN 


you've 60T. 


WELL. 
NEVER MIND. 


DOESN'T 
MAKE ANY 
DIFFERENCE. 


























Ps 
S 
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YOU KILLED 
SOME OF US 
BEFORE. 











Dip 










you KNOW 
ABOLIT THE 
ADMINISTRATION 
ATTACKING 
THIS PLACE 
you 
OBTAINED MORE 

GENETIC 
RECORDS. 


WELL, 
LAST TIME 
you ONLY 

HAD A 
SPECIMEN. 











WE WERE 
MERELY 
PASSING BY, 






IT's NOT 
AS IF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 


WAS ACTUALLY 
ATTACKING. 











BY THE WAY, 
I I FOUND A PLACE 
DESTROVED — MANY STRATA 
DOWN WHERE 
YOU PRODUCE 
YOUR EMBRYOS. 





THEY DON'T CARE 
ABOUT HUMANS. 
NOT EVEN 
AS VERMIN. 


WELL, THEY 
THINK TOO 
DIFFERENTLY. 
IMPOSSIBLE 
EVEN FOR US 
SILICON LIFE TO 
UNDERSTAND. 





204 





THAT WAS 
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DID YOu FIND 
‘THE GENETIC 
RECORDS? S E-) 
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THERE IS | 
SOMEONE (7 
Here! 





VAKI 
WANTS TO. 


AND 
EVERYONE 


















/ \- 
/  tHey BECAUSE rm 
ALWAYS IT WASN'T SHE SAID KUMOI, 
TEAR UP EASY TO We HAD rm 
THEIR FIND A PLACE TO rm TRAVELING 
FEEDING §=— WHERE THE 
\ GROUNDS. BUILDERS 


DON'T come, 


THIS AREA'S. 
A GROWTH 


SECTOR, 

THAT'S $0 THE 
WHAT BUILDERS 
YAK! ARE PRETTY 


SAID. ACTIVE. 








































HOLD ON! 
ICAN 
SHOW YOU 
FROM LIP 


YOU CAN'T 
We seit 
BECALISE IT'S 
SO FAR 


wav age | 
THERE NO 
WALLS ON 
THE OTHER 


| uncze | 
pip you 


AKIMA IS WHERE 
TWAS BORN. 
11'S AT THE 

OTHER END OF 
THAT BRIDGE. 





BUT SHE 
‘JUST KEEPS 


GETTING | 


SUL 


WE'VE BEEN 
WAITING 


VAKI'S BEEN 
AROUND SINCE 
THE BEGINNING 

OF AKIMA— 


THAT'S 
WHY We 


$0 SHE'S 

BEEN ALIVE 
ALLY 

E. 








KYRII, NOTA 
ARE YOU HEALER. 
HUNGRY2 








TAUGHT US. 
HOW TO 
MAKE THIS. 





HAVE YOU 
EVER SEEN 


| | TDUNNO. } 
= DON'T 


\ THINK SO. 

















THERE'S ANOTHER , en Dip You dust 
BUILDER OVER GET THAT 


THERE I NEED BI BUILDER TO 
YOu TO stoPl! 7 TURN BACK?! 


BUT I DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
IT WORKS, 
EITHER. 














IF WE DON'T 
STOP IT SOON, 
HLL REBUILD 


THIS PART, 








| Not THAT 
‘ONE. 


}\ THis one. 

















000111011111 


W111 































































































THERE'S NO 
HEALER... 
QUIT LYING, 
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oe | ee are paar a del 














THE CLUSTER 


B 
9 
S 






































“| TWANT 
} TO ASK You 
SOMETHING 


































































































eau. we | 


Just GOT 
me, 





















































HAVE YOU 
HEARD ABOUT 
HUMANS THAT 

SEE LETTERS 


AND IMAGES, 
RieHT | 


ON THER 
RETINAS? 7 











HOUSES LP 
THERE'S A 
SHOP CALLED 
AOTIRUYA, 
YOU MIGHT 
ASK THERE. 


T'VE HEARD 
TELL THERE'S 


yh AGENETIC 
ENGINEER ON 
\ up BY THE 



































TKINDA 
FEEL BAD 
FOR Him! 
CAN YOU 
TAKE HIM. 

ALONG, 
TETSANZ! 


HEY, THIS 
KID HERE 
SAYS HE'S 
LOOKING FOR [: 
SOMETHIN’ [= 
AND HE 
WANTS TO 
GO TO THE 
CuusTeR! 











missus NAMIE, 
‘JUST ‘CAUSE 
He's LITTLE 
DON'T 


MEAN He's || 


AKID. 


























NOT AT ALL. 
WHAT'S 
Your NAME, 


I.WENT AND 
Let Him ON, 
Bur YOU 
DON'T MIND, 
90 YA, 
yosHioz 


























NO NEED TO 
BE SO TENSE. 
THERE WON'T BE 
NOTHIN’ TO DO 
‘TIL WE GET TO 
THE TRUNK 
















youre TL OVERHEARD 
LOCKING YOU TALKING 
FOR THE NET TO OUR 
\ TERMINAL inees 


BACK THERE... 








you 


KNOW 
BUT ISN'T THAT HOW ANYTHING 
PRIMITIVES WOULD ABOUT 


COMMUNICATE WITH 
THE ADMINISTRATION? 






2 





THIS 1S THE 
SO-CALLED 
ABANDONED 
STRATUM. A 
LONG, LONG 


TIME AGO, THE 
ADININISTRATION 
QUIT MEDOLING 





eur, 

vikNOw, 

THAT'S 

wren — MAPOR- 
rwasaxin, TANT! 
I WENT LOTS 

OF PLACES, 100, 
AND SURVIVED 
ALOT OF BAD 





(OH, YEAH, 
TIVE HEARD 
OF PEOPLE 
LiKE THAT. 





THEY'RE OLIR BUYERS. WELL, I CAN 
A GROUP OF ASK THE FOLKS 


SCIENTISTS IN - AT BIO-ELECTRIC 
THE CLUSTER. ABOLIT THIS 


TERMINAL GENE, 











THOSE 
SICKLY-WHITE 
CREEPS THAT 
ALL HAVE THE 

SAME FACE, 


DRYBODY? 








ae THERE'S A 
GUN IN THE 
j, OWN BACK, YOU 
UN GET YOURSELE 


READY, TOO. 


SOMEONE 
WITH SAKI'S 
SHOP, HUH... 
THE DRYBODIES 






































































































































Tew 


HOLD THAT “ ge eae iL 


THING 
STEADY 


Lire, 
oKay2! 





It's NOT 
MUCH 


FARTHER 
TO THE 
CLusTeR!! 



































ARE BIO- 
ELECTRIC'S 











YOU REALLY DID 
PRETTY GOOD 
BACK THERE. T BET 


| THE CARGO'S NOT 
EVEN DAMAGED 
TOO BADLY. 































BLEW mY 
DAMN MIND. 
NOT LIKE I'D 
WANNA GET 

NEUTERED 

LIKE THAT, 
THOUGH. 


SO THE 
DRYBODIES 
WEREN'T 
AFTER LOOT 
AT ALL, 
WERE THEY? 









T HEARD FROM 


BIO-ELECTRIC TURNS OUT, 
HOW MUCH DRYBODY 
PEOPLE BODIES ARE 
PAY FOR A BUILT REAL 
TRANSPLANT. NICE, 














THE FUCK 
NONSENSE 
YOU SAVIN, 
DumBass? 
































HE'S GOT A 
GRAVITON 


BEAM 
EMITTER! 




























































































































































































povou | | 
KNOW 





jc Hale Bs 
BIO-ELECTRIC, INC. } 























ee 


WORKERS. 
EXECUTED FOR 
DISOBEYING 
THE COMPANY. 






































STRAIGHT 

FROM THE 

COMPANY 
ITSELE, 











els eau 2 YOU HAVE 
WILL YOU e es 
2 
HELP LS: EMITTER, 
/ DON'T 
you? 


I Neep 
TO See THE 
BIO-ELECTRIC 
SCIENTISTS. 





YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO 


Py SLew uP THE 

h company's 
BA WAREHOUSE? 
}} 










































































































































































































































TVE SET IT SO 
THAT SECURITY 
GUARD CAN'T if 








LOOK LIKE 


much now, FNA\ I 


BUT T WAS 
THE CHIEF 
SCIENTIST. 
KNOW 
ALL ABOUT 
THE INNER 
WORKINGS OF 
THIS PLACE, 


THE ONE 


PIECE OF | 


TECH WE 
WEREN'T 
ABLE TO 


REPRODUCE, 


were NO maTTER 
pp you WHAT WE 
FIND Tz TRIED. 


You WANT 
TO GET OUT 


AND 
THAT... 
THAT'S A 

GRAVITON 

BEAM 

EMITTER, 





IF T RECALL 
CORRECTLY, 
THOSE RECORDS 
INCLUDE 
GENETIC 


INFORMATION. #I 


[| TERMINAL 
GENE. 


I NEVER 
Looxep, 
BUT 
BIO-ELECTRIC 
HAS RECORDS 
OF ALL THE 
WORKERS 
THAT EVER 
REGISTERED 





WON'T GET 

ANYWHERE 

IF YOU TRY 
GOING IN 
ALONE!! 


you 
NEED THE 
ELECTRONIC 
KNOWHOW 
TO ACCESS 
Tl! 








Tet 
COULD MOVE, 
IT'D BE EASIER 
FOR ME TO 
HELP YOU. 








YOU'RE NOT 
JUST GONNA 
+| LEAVE ME BEHIND 
ONCE YOU DO 
* | WHATEVER YOU 
CAME TO DO, 
ARE you?! 


GREAT TEAM, 
you kNow! 
DON'T dust 


































































































T DISARMED... 
ALL THE 


GUARDS... 
Y ON THE WAY 
THERE... 


























YOU'RE QUITE 
SOMETHING. 
THE SECURITY 
GUARDS 
NEVER EVEN 
SAW YOU. 


rm 
LOOKING |e 


WHAT 
Is YOUR 
PURPOSE 
IN COMING 
HERE? 


SEE YOUR 
WORKER 
RECORDS. 
































































































































































































































IDON'T 
HAVE THE 
FILES Ver. 

ICANT | 
DEesTROY ff 
THE PRIME 

CYBERBRAIN, 





THE 
TRUTH IS, 
THERE 
ARE 
NO NET 
TERMINAL 
GENES 
HERE! 











zy lj (i T 
THE BIO- WAVE HY 
IDONT ENGI- Nh \\ << i 
WANT — NEERING ( IN\\\ 

TOFAIL WE DOES i \ 

AGAIN! 15 NOT 


RIGHT!! 



























































T KNEW FROM 
EXCAVATED 
MEDIA THAT 
THE STRATA 
ARE STACKED 

VERTICALLY, 
AND THERE 
ARE OTHER 
STACKS, BUT... 


WE'VE NEVER 
EVEN BEEN 














THERE'S | 
NOTHING | SO, KYRI, 


YOU'RE 
LIKE THAT 
HERE. LOOKING 


‘ FOR THE NET 
fiona - fy TERMINAL 


GENE... 








WE WERE ABLE 
TO SYNTHESIZE 
TERMINAL GENES 
AND ACCESS 
THE NET. BLT 
THE MOMENT 
WE CONNECTED, 
COUNTERPROGRAMS 
DESTROYED 


EVERVTHING, 


EVEN THE {| 
cqupment, {| 












SO THERE'S 
NOTHING 
LEFT FOR 

YOU IN THIS 
STRATUM, 

FOR ME, 

EITHER. 











THAT'S THE 
PLATE THAT 
SEPARATES 


FROM THE 
ONE ABOVE 
it. 







tus stratum |///y 










T'VE BEEN 
SEARCHING 


"| [FORSOLONG fy 


FOR A WAY 
TO POKE A 
HOLE IN 
THE MEGA- 
STRUCTURE. 





] 
BUT THAT 
GUN CAN 
BLAST 
THROUGH | 
ANYTHING. || 







TCOULDN'T 
EVEN MAKE A 
DENT IN THAT 
MATERIAL. 
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-. GORE EXPOSED’: 


Outer space, the far furure 





PW erie 


the obliteration-of the solar system. The massive, nearly 


ship, che Sidonia, plies the yoid) ten centuries since » 


indestructible, yet barely sentient alien life forms that destroyed 
ET eg eTocs enon rae Netcare Va nets 


Tanikaze has only known life in the vessel's bowels 





deep below the sparkling strata where humans have achieved 
photosynthesis and new genders. Not long after hg emerges 
from the Underground, however, the youth is bequeathed a 


treasured legacy by the spaceship’s coolheaded female captain, * 





Meticulously drawn, peppered with clipped humor, but also 
unusually attentive wg plot and structure for the international 





ihei’s most * 
Penetets 


Ea ee 
accessible work to date even as it hits notes of t 





as.a hopeless struggle for survival unfolds 


enna Crea rae eee teen 
bog down the intrigue of its world with too much unnecessary, 
bloated dialogue... Irs definitely a solid pick-up for Vertical; 
there's nor really anything else in their 





log like it. Dig into 
the first volume and see if Nihei’s gorgcously depicted wreck 

of a sci-fi future doesnt secure an immediately tight grip.” 
(oe 


cra Ra ROO Rec aia aoe 
All in all it’ a promising and entertaining offering and one 
Ere carntets een eects eae seca 
era aaa 
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